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I].—Homn ADMINISTRATION. 


(a) — Police. 


a, of the 18th April, in reviewing the Police Adminis- 
sig naa tration for the past Bengali year, makes the 
Police Administration during the following observations :— 
— The administration of the Police Depart- 
nent is the chief blot on the Government of this country. The large number 
of thefts, dacoities, murders, and other crimes which were committed last year 
roves beyond doubt the inefficiency of the police for the purpose of keeping 
veh and ward. ‘The way in which the police exercises its powers 1s most 


unjust. It foments quarrels between Hindus and Mahomedans, and by its 


ions it compels peaceful people to take to dacoity. The conviction 
ar the fanecent me the escape of the guilty are also in many cases due to its 
oppressive conduct. The superior officers of Government know all this, and 
yet they make no effort whatever to reform the e If in consequence. of 
pressure brought upon them, they are compelled to enquire into cases of 
police oppression, they either do not punish the offenders, or punish them 
| only nominally, and thus make them more oppressive than ever. Last year 
Government promised to take steps to put down police oppression, but that 
promise has not been redeemed. The police is consequently as oppressive 
as ever. When it is asked to reform the police, Government puts forward 
- its usual plea of want of funds. But the fact is that, as a reform of the 
police by appointing honest and educated men in its higher ranks will lead 
- toa decrease of its powers and to a diminution of its oppressions, and will 
thereby make it less feared by the people than at present, Government is 
| unwilling to take the step, for Government has purposely made the police 
oppressive in order that it may overawe the people. For how, on any other 
| supposition, could it be believed for a moment that the Government, which 
raises money by sucking the life-blood of its subjects for the purpose of 
- strengthening the defences of the empire, is unable, for want of funds, to put 
its machinery for the maintenance of internal peace on a satisfactory 
footing ? : 
: A correspondent of the Sulabh Samvdd, of the 19th April, says that 
dacoities have become frequent in the Tangail 
of the Monae Tangait sub-division sub-division of the Mymensingh district. 
' 7 Lately some dacoits attacked the house of 
Baboo Krishnabandhu Bhattacharjya, of Pansia, and carried away a large 
amount in money and goods. The police with all their efforts have not as 
_ yet succeeded in tracing the culprits. 
3. Tne Bangabdst, of the 19th April, says that a man was brought 


: up by the police of Serampore on the charge 

wav pee of Seeumpany. of Erith poisoned a ove belonging 3 

Mr. Summers, the Principal of the Serampore College, a month after the 
| Commission of the alleged crime. The Deputy Magistrate who tried the case, 
suspecting foul play on the part of the police, called upon the police to 
produce the papers of the case, and found from those papers that the man 
brought up before him was not the real culpirt. The name and description 
of the real offender, as given in the police book, were found to be different 


from those of the man sent up for trial. It is clear that but for the Deputy | 


agistrate an innocent man would have gone to jail. Is the man to go 

unpunished who brought about all this ? : 
4. The same paper says that thefts have become rife in Angrali, in 
the Bongong sub-division of the Jessore dis- 


o Jesore dist ~=—stict, and that the police as a rule fails to 
_ trace them. The chowkidars are rarely to be 
met with in the village. The place is also infested with wild boars, 


Thefts at Angrali in the Bong 


sub-division of 


SaMaYa, 
Apl. 18th, 1890. 


SULABH SAMVaD, 
Apl. 19th, 1890. 


BAaNGABASI, 
Api. 19th, 1890. 


SaHACHAR, 


ApL!16th, 1890. 
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(b)— Working of the Courts. 


5. The Sahachar, of the 16th April, has the following on the admin; 
a a tration of civil justice in the country: 
ee ee The Oivil Procedure Code, by which 4), 
administration of civil justice is regulated, has been framed more with the 
view of facilitating the disposal of court business in accordance with certain 
cast-iron rules, than with that of bringing about a jast adjudication of ¢}, 
matters which people carry into the courts. Some of the provisions of this 
Qode are not suited to the character and circumstances of th 


& people of thi 
country. It is a trait in the character of the people of this ard reat te 


-disclose evidence slowly and gradually, but a provision of the Civi 


r 

Code requires them to put in all their documents with their sete ad 
prohibits them from doing so at any subsequent stage of a suit. This proy. 
sion causes manifest inconvenience in a country where division of property is 
carried to an extent which makes it a difficult matter to collect at once gl 
the documents relating to a property or estate. The law makes it optional 
for the Judge to admit new evidence at any stage of a suit ; but as the time 
of the Courts is very limited, new evidence is, as a matter of fact, neve; 
admitted. The Munsifs and Subordinate Judges of old uever rejected evidence 
and even postponed the hearing of cases in order that fresh evidence might 
be adduced. But the postponement of a case is a much more difficult affair 
now-a-days, and the Judges therefore fear to grant postponements. They 
know that they will be called upon to furnish explanations about postpone. 
ments every six months, and that their promotion will depend upon those 
explanations being satisfactory. In administering civil justice, the Judges 
now attach more importance to the number of suits they dispose of than to 
the character of their decisions. Like Huropean piece-goods which must 
contain yarn of regulation weight, the Judges must dispose of the regulation 
number of cases. In the Civil Courts he enjoys the greatest advantage 
who has money and can manage his case best. The laws also have been 
made very hard for the poor, and some of them, such as the Limitation Act 
and the Evidence Act, are unsuited to the country. Getting up a casein 
accordasce with the law often means supporting it with false evidence, and as 
the poor cannot manage to procure false evidence, which means purchasing 
it, they are often denied justice. That the laws are very hard for the poor 
will be clear from the provisions of the Limitation Act, which, while per- 
mitting people who can pay court-fees to appeal withia 90 days, requires 
paupers to lodge their appeals within 30 days. Again, while the former 
are permitted to lodge their appeals even: after the expiration of the 
prescribed period, if they can only furnish an explanation of the delay, the 
latter are never allowed any such indulgence. According to Mr. Justice 
Mahmud, the Limitation Act is as rigorously enforced in India as i 
England, and considering the varying circumstances of the two countries, thi 
uniform enforcement of the Act in question is extremely unjust. 

The vagaries of the English Judges also go a great way towari! 
vitiating the administration of justice. Some of them will on no accoutt 
disbelieve evidence which has been believed by the lower courts, and af 
for dismissing all appeals indiscriminately. Thus with them the provisd 
of the law, which requires that regular appeals should be based on points di 
fact and law, is a dead-letter. Look, again, at. the contradictions and it” 
consistencies in the law itself. While the consideration of evidence ™ 
excluded from special appeals, both evidence and law are taken into con 
deration when those very appeals are brought before the Privy Council. | 

What with the defects in the law, and the defects connected with i 
administration, the administration of justice in the British Courts be 
become unpopular. But Government is still under the impression that 
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jadicial administration is liked by the people. The reason why it is so is 
that, unlike Lord Cornwallis and those who followed him during the next 
50 years, and who had sympathies with the people, the present rulers and 
legislators of India have lost touch with the latter, and taking them to be 
all very bad have made such laws as the Civil Procedure Code, the Evidence 
Act, and the Limitation Act. They consider the people to be scoundrels 
who are excessively fond of litigation, and they have therefore ‘framed laws 
with the object of checking litigation, and the result has been to defeat the 
ends of justice in a large number of cases. | i 
6. A correspondent of the ge cooly of the- gee 
adie n Mun. Says that the thana Ramnagar, within the 

sis ‘Saen acl Contai sub-division of the Midnapore district, 
ig a very large one, including an area of 21 to 22 miles from east to west, 
and of 14 to 15 miles from north to south. From 500 to 800 villages, with 
a population numbering about $20,000, lie within its jurisdiction. — Civil 
jurisdiction over two-thirds of this thana is exercised by the Munsifs Courts 
in the Contai sub-division, while that over the remaining one-third is exercised 
by the Munsif’s Court at Dantoon, 33 to 34 miles west of thethana. The 
-gub-division of Contai is only 12 to 13 miles from the Ramnagar station, and 
there are good roads from that sub-division passing right through the thana. 
But the road to Dantoon from the same thana is a very miserable one. 
Portions of that road remain under water during the rainy season, and people 
going to Dantoon from Ramnagar during that season have to wade knee-deep 
| ip mud and water. Besides, there is not a single inn on the road from 
Ramnagar to Dantoon. Dantoon, again, is nota place of any note, and 
there are only three pleaders there, of whom only one is a good lawyer. So 
| that, when one party engages that pleader, the other necessarily loses his case 
for want of a good pleader. As the jurisdiction of the Dantoon Munsifi is 
very large, and as there is only one Munsif attached to it, the hearing of cases 
isfrequently postponed, and suitors are put to the necessity of making 
| frequent journeys through the dreary road from Ramnagar to Dantoon. 
Contai, on the other hand, is a much more important place, and has four 
- Munsifs’ Courts in it, with a bar consisting of some 80 to 40 experienced 
pleaders. Consequently no delay takes place in the disposal of cases in 

| Contai. The writer then goes on to say that, having regard to the above 


circumstances, Government sbould give effect to one of the following 
suggestions :— , | 


}. Ramnagar is as important a place as Dantoon. There are in it 
now one joint sub-registry office, one police-station, two 
police outposts and one Government aided English school. 
This being the case, one of the four Munsifs in Contai 
should be transferred to Ramnagar, and the whole of the 
Ramnagar thana, as well as some neighbouring villages, 
should be brought under the jurisdiction of his court. 

2. Tne whole of Ramnagar thana should be brought under the 
jurisdiction of the Munsif’s Court in the Contai sub- 
division. eee Se 

3. The Munsif at Dantoon should be transferred to Egra. 
Egra was formerly the seat of the sub-divisional cutcherry. 

4. An honorary Munsif, having power to try cases not exceeding 
Rs. 50 in value, should be stationed at Ramnagar. 


7. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 20th April, says that, though Baboo 
a Mahendranath Mitra, Judge of the Dacca 
of the Dacca Small Cause Court © ~=Small Cause Court, has won praise from 


: Government by a prompt decision of cases, 
‘he public are not satisfied with his administration of justice. cg 


-EpvucatTion Gazerre 
Apl, 18th 1890 


Dacoa PRagAsH, 
Apl. 20th, 1890. 


Dacca PRAKASH, 
Apl. 20th, 1890. 


GRAMVASI, 
Apl. 21st, 1890. 


DAINIK-0-SaMACHAR 
CHANDRIK 4, 


Apl. 23rd 1890. 


( 308 ) 


8. The same paper has heard that the Deputy Magistrate ¢ 
Munshigunge in the district of Dacca ig in the 

The Deputy Magistrate of Munshi- habit of entrusting mukhtars with the duty of 
wo Bia? making local investigations, and that a Maho. 


medan mukhtar has behaved dishonestly in making a local investigation, 


9, The Grdmodst, of the 21st April, says that Baboo Nanda Lal 
Suspension of treasury work in the Bagchi, Deputy Magistrate of Uluberia, hay; 
Uluberia subdivision. taken leave of absence for a few days in 
consequence of an attack of influenza, and no one having been appoint. 
ed in his place during his absence, no treasury work was done durin 
the week preceding the 2lst April. And as the stamp vendors had not, 
sufficient supply of stamps with them, people requiring stamps for fil 
suits were put to great inconvenience. The Magistrate was therefor 
greatly to blame for not having appointed some one to officiate for the 
absent Deputy Magistrate, and the Deputy Magistrate was wrong in leaving 

the station without making over charge of his duties to somebody. 


10. The Datntk-o-Samdéchér Chandrikd, of the 23rd April, says that 

Mr. Beveridge’s scheme of judicial there is no gainsaylng that Government is 
reform. making an inordinate profit from court-fees 
in Bengal. The Viceroy’s Finance Minister has himself admitted it, 
Mr. Beveridge says that Government ought to reduce the court-fees to one- 


fourth, or at least to one-half their present scale. And there can be no doubt 


that Government ought to do so. And reducing the scale of court-fees in 
the manner proposed will involve Government in no difficulty about the 
maintenance of the civil courts in Bengal. But the Government it is 
certain, will turn a deaf ear to all such proposals. The frontier expenses 
and the military expenses are daily increasing, and they must be met by 
increasing the revenue proportionately by fair means or foul. And as 
civilised Government cannot take its people’s money by actual force, such 
indirect means of increasing revenue as the outstill system and high court | 
fees cannot be abandoned or done away with. It is clear therefore that 


the people’s cries for a reduction of the court-fees will produce no effect. 
And India will be ruined for the sake of Russia. 


A great item of expense in connection with the High Court at Calcutta 
would be saved if the translation work done there were discontinued. There 
is no longer any necessity for such work. But the whole money derived 
from translation is not spent in paying its expenses. A portion of it 
goes to the coffers of Government. And Government will not therefore 


reduce court expenditure, even to the extent of the cost of translation in the 
Calcutta High Court. 


The writer cannot approve of Mr. Beveridge’s idea of Honorary 
Munsifs. The idea of honorary judicial work is bad enough in itself, and 
considering how ill Honorary Magistrates have fared, Honorary Mansils 
should on no account be called into existence. Why not revive the old 
punchayet system, which dispensed justice and cost nothing ? Government 
will no doubt accept Mr. Beveridge’s proposal for Honorary Munsifships, for 
Honorary Munsifships will increase Government revenue. AgaiD, 2) 
increase in the number of courts will make the people more litigious, just ® 
an increase in the number of outstills makes them more fond of drink. For 
the same reason, the writer cannot support the scheme of Provincial Appel 
late Courts, which has been talked of for a long time. Government and 
all badly-disposed people may desire an increase in the number of 00 


—— the country, but the good people in the country will neve! 
esire it. 
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achar, of the 16th April, says that the Committee which  —Satacuar, 
og aed Outi is sitting ‘n connection with the Bethune “” 
College rg carefully nage = va a 
oor ove the causes which have led to the falling off in the number 
Ss oh io the school. The school is intended chiefly for Hindu girls, 
J it is not at all desirable that it should be filled with Brahmo pupils. 
the Director of Public Instruction should also give the matter his careful 
consideration. ilies 
12. The same paper says that, while the Government in England iscare- —sasacaae. 
fully considering the question of free education, 
and will shortly establish technical schools, pro- 
ssals of the same kind made in this country receive no encouragement 
ion Government. Here two-thirds of the educational expenses of the 
people are defrayed from school fees, and Government supplies only the 
remaining one-third. And yet the Anglo-Indian newspapers say that the 
people of this country receive their education gratis, and Government 
threatens at every step to withdraw itself from education. 
While Europeans and KHurasians receive aid from Government for 
educational purposes without contributing anything to the general revenue, 
the natives of the country, who contribute so largely to that revenue, are told 
to find money themselves for technical schools. If the people had any 
hand in the administration of the country, or in the expenditure of its revenue, 
it would probably have been proper for Government to ask them to do every- 
thing themselves. But as matters now stand in this respect it is simply 
ludicrous for it to make any request of that kind to the people. 


18. The Bangabdsi, of the 19th April, says that, contrary to previous —_Bawaanasi. 
notification, some questions on torts, carrying  AP!. 19th, 1890 
40 marks in all, were put to the candidates at 
the last BL. Examination, who were unsuccessful at the examination of 

1889. Such vagaries have become very common in the examinations of the 
Calcutta University, and the present is by no means the only vagary of its 

kind. This leads one to suppose that there must be some mystery at the 

bottom of these examinations, the nature of which. is not known to the 
public. Can no one be held responsible for the vagary in the present 


instance? The press is weary of publishing these University scandals, but 
the authorities seem to take no notice thereof. 


14. The Datnik-o-Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 21st April, is notpatecx-o-sawacman 


ee satisfied with the arrangement sanctioned by . A" ?™<* 

vat lee 9-4. Resatantion, the Senate of the Oaleutta University in nels. wished 
tothe cancelled papers of the last F.A. Examination. It will result in 
injustice to those candidates who had done well in the rejected papers and 
rather badly in the papers whose marks will be doubled. It would have 
been better, therefore, if the authorities had taken all the candidates as passed 
in the rejected papers. Surely the boys ought not to suffer any injury or 
mconvenience in consequence of a faulty selection of examiners by the 


The Bethune College. 


Technical education in India. 


The last B.L. Examination. 


University, 
dl. The Som Prakdsh, of the 21st April, is sorry to say that the sou Passass, 
| The Calcutta University scandals,  2PPOintment of Mr. Justice Gurudas as Vice- 4»! 21st, 1890. 


Chancellor of the Calcutta University has not 
of scandals in connection with the University. 


been followed by a prevention 


votwithstanding the appointment of additional examiners, the result of the 
satrance Examination has not yet been published. A scandal has also 
= committed in connection with the B.L. Examination, and it is hoped 

at the Syndicate will carefully consider the petition of the B.L. candidates. 
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16. The Samvdd Prabhékar, of thé 23rd April, approves of 

taken by the Calcutta Uatvassley “y a 
to the question papers in the F. A. Ryan: 
ation which have been cancelled, and does not agree with those who af 
condemning it. The investigations of the Enquiry Committee haye estab, 
lished beyond doubt that the examiners themselves disclosed the question: 
for there was no other way in which the candidates could have had ator 
to them, seeing that the papers were not stolen after they had been printed 
The University ought to punish the offending examiners, and if those examin. 
ers be members of the Education Service, the Educational authorities to, 
should punish them adequately. 

It is also necessary for the University authorities to take proper step, 
to prevent scandals like this which occur almost every year. ' 

17, The Dainik-o-Samachdr Chandrikd, of the 24th April, says that 

steps should be taken by the Universiy 
authorities to prevent the recurrence of such 
scandals as have characterised the examinations for some years past, 1, 
prevent the leaking out of questions, a Committee may be appointed whos 
business it will be only to frame question papers for all the examinations 
and whose members shall be remunerated by fees and must not be appointed 
examiners in any subject in any of the examinations. 

As regards the enquiry which is going on, the writer observes that 
before Pundit Harish Chandra and Mr. Hill are punished, their uilt shoul 
be clearly and conclusively proved. And it will be necessary for that 
purpose to make out that no other person or persons who may have had 
access to the questions divulged the same either from malice or from selfish 
motives, and that the character or antecedents of any such _ person ot 
persons is not such as to arouse or justify the suspicion that he or they 
may have — the questions. 

The Sanjtvanit’s informant too should be found out and subjected 
to a close examination. 

It is not of course impossible that Pundit Harish Chandra may hare 
divulged some of the questions carelessly, and it is also possible that some 
body else may have made the disclosure from motives of his own. 


The F, A. Examination question. 


The University enquiry. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


18. The Pratikdr, of the 28rd April, says that the new arrangemet! 
Night-soil service within the Ber- made by the Berhampore Municipality for the 
hampore Municipality. removal of night-scil is very unsatisfactory 
owing to the small number of mehters employed in the work. It 1s vey 
strange that the Municipality has not been able to procure 4 sufficient 
number of mehters within so long a time as one whole year. 


(9)—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


a: 19. The Bangabdst, of the 19th Apr 
has the following on the Sone Canal :— 

It is undeniable that the Sone Canal has been useful in more 
than one. It has facilitated both cultivation and navigation. But e 
incurred annually on its account is out of all proportion to the good it io 
A big affair like the Sone Canal cannot but be expensive; but 16 ca? 


be gainsaid that a great deal of money is also annually expended on it 
nothing. 


( 401 } 


The following statement has been published by the Bengal Govern- 


ment :— Re. 


Yani nded on the Canal from commencement u 3 
a 5 see ‘we sei = 2,00,00,000 
Interest on capital up to 1889 ... eee Gas 1,35,00,000 
Gross income from the canal up to 1889 _—si.... ‘i 69,00,000 
Expenses of working up to 1889 ae ses 68,00,000 


Balance Ki 1,00,000 


This clear from this that, since the Sone Canal was thrown open to 
traffic, Government has had to pay out of its own pocket Rs. 1,34,00,000 as 
‘nterest on the capital invested. And this amount has been lost—past all 
hope of recovery. But it was money mercilessly exacted from the poor 
- Bengali ryot | 

The following 1s a statement for the year 1888-89 :— 


Gross income ‘ne 
Deduct working expenses 


Sronecmammemmnmmetercncc Ml Ameren 


Balance ove 30,000 


Interest paid on the capital for 1888-89 = oe 10,00,000 
Deduct balance of income ves ai ey 30,000 


Loss “ 9,70,000 

Thus, for the last year alone, the people had to pay to the capitalists 
this large amount from their own pockets. And the question is, how long 
are they to bear this unnecessary loss? It is clear, considering the exorbitant 
amount expended on the canal, and the interest thereon on the one hand, 
and the meagre income derived from it on the other, that the people will 
have to bear this burden fora long time yet. It is true the canal cannot 
at once be turned into a source of profit, but by reducing its annual expenses 
within reasonable limits—and that can be very easily done—the annual loss 
may be diminished from 10 to 5 lakhs of rupees. 

The three sources of income from the canal are— 


(1) the tax for water used by the cultivators to water their fields ; 

(2) the toll on the country boats plying in the canal; and 

(3) the toll on the steamers carrying freight and passengers. 

| And there is no prospect of the income from any one of these sources 

increasing within a few years to come. Wouldit not be wise, therefore, to ‘ 

try to reduce the annual loss by curtailing unnecessary expenditure? But 
extravagance is the rule with the Public Works Department. 


20. The Grdmvdsi, of the 21st April, says that, as the Lilluah station, 


GRAMVASI 


The Lilluah station on the East Which has been recently opened between 4?!. 2lst, 1890. 


indian Railway, Bali and Howrah on the East Iadian Railway 
line, is situated in the midst of a jangle, it ought to be removed half a mile 
to the north, where it may be availed of by a large number of the peuple 
residing in the surrounding villages. And waat has become of the proposal 
0 open a station at Uttarpara ? 


(h)— General. 


_  8l. The Sakti, of the 15th April, says that it hasbeen decided that 

ite Uncovenanted Service Com. Government will bear the travelling expenses 

ead, _ Of the witnesses from India who will give 

dence before the Parliamentary Committee on the Uncovenanted Service 

— But as the decision of the Committee is a foregone conclusion, 
‘re is the necessity of wasting India’s money in this way ? 


SaktTI, 
Apl. 15th, 1890. 
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SU RABHI-0O-PATAKA, 
Apl. 18th, 1899. 


_— 


SURAHHT O-PATAKA, 


BANGABASI, 
Apl. 19th, 399. 


SANJIVANI, 
Apl. 19th, 1899. 
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99. The Surabhi-o-Patdld, of the 18th April, says that the fact that 
Government has consented to send home at 
its cost certain members of the Uncotenantea 
Service, in order that they may give evidence before the proposed Parli.. 
mentary Committee, shows that if 1s favourably disposed to its Uncovenanteg 
European servants, and that the appointment of a Parliamentary Committes 
means only such a show of .justice as the English people are in the habit of 
making in cases of this kiad. 
23. It appears to the same paper that the Durbhunga Temple cage ;, 
Government and the Maharaja of about to furnish Government with Another 
Durbhanga. opportunity for committing oppression, Dj. 
Maharaja of Durbhunga has served Englishmen so long, and yet he has 
not been able to secure their good-will. If he had served God half s 
faithfully as he has served the English, he would have been spared the mori. 
fication which he is now experiencing. He has for some time incurred the 
displeasure of the officials of Government. The first sign of that displeasure 
was seen on the occasion of the reception of Prince Albert Victor; and the 
Maharaja has now been warned that, if any disturbance occurs in connection 
with the temple affair, he will be held responsible for it. Fortunately for the 
Maharaja he was not present in Durbhunga wien the temple was demolished, 
or ugly rumours would have been circulated regarding him by self-seekin 
men. It seems as if the officials of Government are determined to find fault 
with the Maharaja. The impression has also gained ground that the officials 
are trying to make light of the temple affair. If this impression is not 


The Uncovenanted Service question. 


removed, the Government of Sir Steuart Bayley will be seriously con- 


promised. 
24. The Bangabdsi, of the 19th April, hears.that the Uncovenanted 
Civilians who will be invited from India to 


give their evidence before the Parliamentary 
Committee which will be shortly appointed will be granted leave on full 


The Uncovenanted Service question. 


pay, and will also have their travelling expenses defrayed by Government, — 


It is easy to guess, however, from the direction in which the wind is blowing, 


what the issue of the whole affair will be. Tne authorities have of course the 
right to do anything they please. It is only a pity that they do not hesitate | 


to aver that they act according to the dictates of justice and truth. It is the 


English whohave taught the Indians that politics has nothing to do with 
truth and justice. 


25. The Sanjivanz, of the 19th April, has the following on the cate _ 


The Government of India and the Of the three Assistant Surgeons :— 
three Assistant Surgeons. 


of India, replying to the memorial of the British Indian Association, ,sa93 
that the three Assistant Surgeons were asked to submit themselves to another 


supplementary examination, not because. they were suspected of dishonesty, 
but because their answers were not considered satisfactory. But Dr. Hilsoo 


himself had distinctly said that their answer papers were no proof of thel 
own knowledge of the subjects in which they were examined, which meals 
that they had been guilty of foul play. Who, then, has said the truth, the 
Home Secretary or Dr. Hilson? If the Home Secretary, then the Assistant 
Surgeons have not been suspected of dishonesty, and as the Assistant 
Surgeons have been willing to subject themselves to re-examination 10 the 
event of their not being suspected of dishonesty, there has been, it is cleat, 
no ground for dismissing them. The confirmation by Government ° 
Dr. Hilson’s order of dismissal shows beyond the shadow of a doubt that I 
wants anyhow to maintain Dr. Hilson’s prestige in utter disregard of justi’ 


What Government ought to have enquired into is, whether Dr. Hilson bt 
good reasons for suspecting the honesty of the examinees, and what 1 " 
required to decide is, whether a subordinate officer is bound to carry ™ 


The Home Secretary to the Government 


a. ae ee ae aw a ee a ee 
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rior, involving an impeachment of his honesty. But 
% order oF Aeply “ee this, and iis dalle condemning the three Assistant 
es of insubordination in not subjecting themselves to re-examination 
pt means that a subordinate must carry out every order of his superior, 
a on wrong or unlawful it may be, and however derogatory it may be 
agit f-respect. The position of subordinate Government officials must, 
ii these circumstances, be no better than that of slaves. Government has, 
4 consideration of the case, completely overlooked the point whether the 
a ‘nees could, consistently with their sense of honour, carry out the order 
ry Inspector-General. And what if they had carried out that order ? 
Having already suspected them of dishonesty, Dr. Hilson, if an upright man 
himself, could not have retained them in the public service even if they had 


passed the supplementary examination satisfactorily; And the Assistant. 


their part would have given a handle to the charge of dishonesty 
i ther bed not ‘protentel rind their re-examination. Thus, taking all 
possible views of the matter, it is clear that the course followed by the 
Assistant Surgeons was the only course open to them under the circum- 
= the Government should have decided, in connection with this 
case, whether Dr. Hilson, however high his position in the public service, 
had power to act in defiance of the Board appointed by Government to 
conduct the examination of Assistant Surgeons. The Home Secretary says 
that Dr. Hilson acted as the immediate representative of Government, and 
was not therefore bound to obey the orders of the Board. If the Home 
Secretary means by this that any act of a high official, however improper, 
must be excused as done by him in the capacity of a representative of the 
Government, it must be clear that the conduct of the administration will be 
involved in great difficulty. Government should clearly settle this point 
‘once for all, or its decision in the present case will lead to tne ruio of many 
officials in the subordinate ranks of the public service. 


26. The Dacca Prakash, of the 20th April, says that, according to a 
correspondent of the Zndian Mirror, Sir Steuart 
povremment and the Maharaja of Bayley and his Chief Secretary have written 


urbhunga. 


a threatening letter to the Maharaja of Dur- 
bhunga, saying that, if the agitation in connection with the demolition of 
the temple takes a serious form, the Maharaja will be held responsible for it. 
1t 13 also rumoured at Durbhunga that in consequenee of his not having put 
A stop to the agitation in connection with this matter, the Maharaja has 
been deprived of his title of G.O.I.E. The writer cannot say whether or not 
there is truth in all this. But if it be true, both Sir Steuart Bayley and Sir 


vobn Edgar will be greatly to blame. It is hoped that what the corre- 
pondent of the Zudian Mirror says is not true. 


¢7. The Som Prakdsh, of the 21st April, has the following on the 

The Bengal Administration Report Administration report of the Government of 
pone. Bengal for 1888-89 :— 

1. The year, of which the Administration Report has been just 

published, closed on the 3let March 1889, and considering 

that materials for the report probably reached Government 


in the course of the month of April 1889, how is it that. 


it has been published so late? It cannot be believed that 
the mere printing of the report takes up so much time. 
The native press receives the Administration Report and 
other official papers very late, and the consequence is that 


it has to look to other sources for the information it requires. 
Protests on the subject of such delay are unheeded by 


Government. 


Dacca PRaKasSH, 
Apl. 20th, 1890. 


Som PRAKASH, 
Apl. 21st, 1890. 


(;RAMVASI, 
Apl. 2ist, 1890. 


DalNik-o SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


Apl. 22nd, 1890 


DAINIK-0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


Apl 23rd, 1890. 


DAINIK-O SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 
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2. The report in question is not a very gratifying one. The yea; 
of which it treats was 8 year ot financial difficulty, scare; 
of food, drought and inundation. Notwithstanding the 
existence of an Agricultural Department, the agricultura) 
outlook of the year was very gloomy. There appears to 
be, therefore, no necessity for maintaining that Department. 
It has up to this time done nothing to justify its existence, 

98. The Grdmvdst, of the 21st April, regrets to say thot the result of 
, ; the enquiry into the charges against the Sub- 
as intr ataseaahesnaamatas Registrar of Uluberia has not yet been pub- 
lished. Considering the serious nature of the charges, the inaction of Govern. 
ment in this matter has given rise to suspicions in men’s minds. If Qoy- 
ernment, relying on the report of the Deputy Magistrate, considers the 
charges to be false, why does it not criminally prosecute those who gave 
evidence against the Sub-Registrar ? And if it is unwilling to take that 
step, it ought, at any rate, to order a fresh enquiry into the matter, and to 
depute for the purpose a special Inspector of the Registration Department 
who is known to be a just man. Hither of these two courses may bring out 
the truth or falsity of the charges. 

It is rumoured that those who produced their documents at the enquiry 
have not yet got them back, and have been greatly inconvenienced in con- 
sequence. It is hoped that a decision in the matter will be promptly 
arrived at and the documents returned. 

29. The Dainik-o-Samdachar, Chandrika, of the 22nd April, says that 
the chief census officers in the different pro- 
vinces will not get additional salary, but will 
be given extra allowances for this new work. But are not extra allowances 
practically the same thing as additional salaries? Things do not become 
different by being called by different names. They say very rightly in Bengali 
that muri is the same thing as fried rice, and the woman with grey hair 
on her head is a burv. 

30. The Dainik-o-Samachdr Chandrika, of the 23rd April, says that 

The Government order in the Dur- Sir Steuart Bayley has acceded to the prayer of 
bhunga temple case. Mr. Beadon of Durbbunga for taking a lenient 
view of his conduct in the temple affair. But by thus pardoning the offending - 
Magistrate, His Honour has wounded the religion and the hearts of the 
entire Hindu community, not only of a district, but of the whole country. 
And not only this, but His Honour has, according to the Hindu Shastras, 
gravely sinned by letting off the man who deserved to be punished. 

The explanation given by the Civilian Magistrate, Mr. Beadon, may be 
regarded as satisfactory by the Lieutenant-Governor, the Commissioner, 
and the Secretaries, all of whom belong to the same service, but it has 
failed to satisfy the Hindu community. ) 

The agitation set on foot with the view of getting Mr. Beadon ade 
quately punished by moving Parliament on the subject will bear no 
fruit ; and the Government is shrewd enough not to be intimidated by such 
threats. But Government should not, nevertheless, give occasion for such 
agitation for the sake of a Magistrate. It is a pity that such things should 


be permitted under the administration of a far-sighted ruler like Sit 
Steuart Bayley. 


The chief census officers. 


IITI.—LereisLattve. 


31. The Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 22nd April, says that 

The proposed Act regarding immove- 10 Cons:quence of the opposition which has 
ablo property in Cantonments. been called forth by the passing of the Can- 
tonments Act, Government has not yet framed any law in regard to houses 
and other property lying within Cantonment limits. It is rumoured that 4 
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t will be quietly passed for that purpose im Simla. But, consi- 
operate saad of the interests that will be affeeted by the proposed Act, 
er be improper for Government to pass it seoretly on the hills, The 
aig of the Act should be deferred till the next winter season. 


VI.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


39 Referring to the subscriptions raised and promised at the meet- 

seisty for the diffusion of use- ing of the Provisional Committee of the 
rai erature in Indi _ Society for the Diffusion of useful Literature in 
India, the Sabéé, of the 15th April, says that it knew very well that a move- 
ment started under the auspices of Government and the rich men of the 
country would not fail to secure pecuniary support. And if the ‘meeting In 
question was intended only to collect subscriptions, no objection could be 
taken to it. Bat if the promoters of the scheme meant also to chalk out in 
the meeting the line of action which the society is to follow, it is very 
strange that the names of Bankim Chandra, Chandranath, Hem Chandra, 
Dwijendra Nath and Akshay Chandra, men who are now guiding Bengali 
literature, do not appear in connection with it. No work in the field of 
Bengali literature ought to be undertaken without consultation with 

m. 

. 33. The Sahachar, of the 16th April, says that according to a corre- 
spondent of the Deccan Herald, the admission 
of Parsees into the volunteer corps has given 
rise to much difficulty. Two old volunteers have already resigned, while 
many more contemplate resigning, and one man has addressed a letter of 
protest to the Officer Commanding the Corps to which he belongs. All this 
shows that the European and Hurasian volunteers do not like to see natives 
in their ranks. Sir John Gorst has said in the House of Commons that 
there is nothing to prevent the people of India from becoming volunteers, 
provided the European members of the volunteers corps do not object to 
their admission into their ranks. But it is this option which has been given 
to the European members of the corps that has given rise to the present 
difficulty. And why is such option given to the European and Eurasian 
members of the volunteer corps P There isno such option in the regular 
amy. The regular English army consists chiefly of Englis: and Scotch 
soldiers, and if the power of admitting Irishmen into it had rested with the 
former how many of them would have been found in the Army? Discipline 
is the soul of an army, and this option given to the volunteer corps is subver- 
sive of discipline. Tne power of pronouncing upon the admission of men to 
their body should never be given to soldiers. It is in consequence of the 
possession of such power that the Pretorian Guards of Rome, the Janissaries 


cf Turkey and the Mamalukes of Egypt became the terror of their 
respective Governments. 3 


Natives as volunteers. 


—_ 34. The same paper refers to the 


departure of Lord Reay from [India in the 
following terms :-— 

Lord Reay has left India. Tnough he came out to this country as 
overnor of Bombay, he has won praise from all India. He was a true 
friend of India and never allowed his acts to be influenced by personal 
considerations or by considerations of caste and creed. All things consi- 
dered, Lord Reay must be admitted to have been an extraordinary ruler : 

Dot Bombay alone, but all India is indebted to him. 
33. Tne Surabhi-o-Patdkd, of the 18th April, refers to Lady Reay’s 
Saly Dillane sed teh thee gift of Rs. 10,000 to the Bombay Public Hos- 

pital, and makes the following remarks :— 

Lady Dufferin’s Fund for furnishing medical aid to Indian women was 
called after her own name, and yet her ladyship herself did not contribute 


SaRTI, 
Apl. 15th, 1890. 


SaAHACHAR, 
Apl, 16th, 1890. 


SaHaCHAR. 
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a single cowri towards it. Lady Reay’s gift, on the other hand, springs from 
disinterested motives, and is an instance of true generosity. 


86. The Bangabdst, of the 19th April, says that the people of 
Shahmamudpur, in the Kaligunge thana of the 
Nuddea district, are suffering great distress 
from want of good drinking water. The authorities pay no attention t, 
the matter. The village roads are in a very bad condition, and the jungles 
within it not being cleared, it is infested with tigers. 


37. Baboo Prasanna Kumar Chakravarti, Road Cess clerk at Balasore 
nine eos. the same paper to say that he was a 
senger on & steamer belonging to passenger by the steamer Chandtka, belonging 
cears. Hoare, Miller and Compeny- —_ to Messrs. Hoare, Miller and Company, plyin 
between Calcutta and Balasore, and that a Uriya and his wife were ibs 
passengers by the same steamer. On the steamer casting anchor at the 
mouth of the Haldi river, the crew of the steamer, including the ticket 
Baboo attacked the Uriya, evidently with bad intentions in regard to his 
young wife. They charged the man with having enticed away the woman 
and but for the correspondent’s opposition would have dragged the woman 
into the lower cabin for ravishing her. The woman was saved from the 
hands of these brutes only by the interference of the police at Nalkool, 
The matter was investigated by the Police Sub-Inspector Baboo Priya Nath 
Datta, and has been reported to the Magistrate. The editor asks the 
Company to make a careful enquiry into the matter. 


38. The Sanjivant, of the 19th April, says that Baboo Bipin Bihari 
et , Chakravarti has passed the final examination 
ee See Fa teens, Cee of the Roorkee College with high honours. 
It now remains to be seen whether Govern- 


ment will give him one of those posts which are usually given to the 


A village in the Nuddea district. 


Europeans who pass with such honours, or will only appoint him an overseer 
for his crime of colour. 

89. The same paper says that the statement of the Mahomedan 

, Observer that the Mahomedans of India do 

The National Congress and the not sympathise with the Congress movement, 


Mahomedan Observer. : ; : 
is quite a gratuitous one. The Observer 


can pretend to be the representative of the Mahomedan communities of 
Bengal, Behar, and Orissa only; and it is known that 16 Mahomedans 
from these provinces attended the Congress last year as delegates against 
144 Hindus who were also present as delegates. Thus for every 100 Hindu 
delegates there were 11 Mahomedan delegates present at the Congress. 
Now, the following table shows the number of Hindus and Mahomedans 
employed in judicial and administrative work in the Lower Provinces :— 


Grades of Deputy "Number of _ Number of 
Magistrates, Hindus. Mahomedans. 


lst grade eee oes see vee 3 ses 
2nd ditto ove ve aa ne 1 


srd_ ditto 

4th ditto 

5th ditto 

6th ditto wae 
7th ditto sone 
Probationers ove 
Special Deputy Collectors 


Grades of Sub-Depu'y Number of § Number of 


Magistrate Hoot ome. | /_ “a 
lst e@ eee eee see see 
ar me ie ive a ae 5 
8rd ditto wee ve ee 6 
4th ditto — bins ‘ee nas jo. ae 5 
Officiating in the 3rd grade... se “se 3 1 
Ditto ” 4th ,, oes pec ‘es 8 bas 


Grades of Small Cause Number of Number of 
oe —. Hindus. Mahomedans. 
Subordina 
Ist grade eee eee eee eee 7 ee0e 
9nd ditto ese eee eee eee 15 ece 
ord. ditto eee eee eee eee 98 eee 


“Huns. “indus, Mehomedans 
lst grade ‘ae fas ‘ey — 4 
2nd ditto cis = a <= ve 
8rd. ditto - ee ‘e a: ves 
4th ditto yea oe re uw on. 2 
Total i ae 6 


Thus it will be seen that the total number of Hindus and Mahomedans 
employed in the Judicial and Executive Services in the Lower Provinces are 
596 and 55, respectively, giving a proportion of 10 Mahomedans for every 
100 Hindus. ‘The proportion of Mahomedan to Hindu delegates at the 
Congress, therefore, compares favourably with the proportion of Mahomedans 
to Hindus in the upper ranks of the Government service; and it is 
undeniable that the delegates were one and all educated men. How could 
the Observer then assert that the Bengal Mahomedans studiously avoided 


attending the Congress last year, and that they are staunch opponents of this © 


movement. 


40. The Som Prakash, of the 21st April, bas learnt from the Jndian 
Daily News newspaper that, notwithstanding 
Clete tie burial-grounds in the increase of the burial fees for Christians, 
: the income from that source has proved in- 
sufficient for the purpose of keeping their burial-grounds in a state of repair. 
Sir Henry Harrison, as Chairman of the Christian Burial Board, has 
accordingly asked Government for an annual grant of Rs. 8,000. To ask 
Government to make grants out of the general revenues on behalf of a 
particular section of the people is certainly unreasonable. It is hoped that 
Government will not entertain Sir Henry Harrison’s proposal. 
41. The Dacca Gazette, of the 21st April, says that the condition of 
ieee Bengali literature has become very deplorable 
of late years. Good books find no purchasers. 
Those people, therefore, who have 1:aade literature their profession have no 
alternative but to send to the market books of avery obscene character 
which find ready purchasers. Obscene books are secretly purchased and 
eagerly read by girls and ill-educated young women. An attempt was once 
made to suppress these publications, and some criminal prosecutions were 
instituted, and a number of such books were burnt. But the matter pro- 
ceeded no further. The cheap literature scheme therefore raises the hope 
that something will be done to purify Bengali literature, and to improve the 
lastes of the Bengali reading public. The Committee that has been 
‘ppointed to further this object bas set about collecting money, and sub- 
“Criptions are accordingly pouring in. The Governments of India and Bengal 
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have promised pecuniary support. Though the originators of the scheme 
mt have done well to include some well-known authors in the Committee 

et the writer will say that the public has full confidence in the men wh, 
ed: been taken into the Committee. 


42. The Daintk-o-Samdchér Chandrika, of the 22nd April, makes 
the following remarks on Mr. Dighy’s 
The Congress and Mr. Digby's pam- pamphlet on Nepal :— 

ales Mr. Digby is the Secretary to the Political 
Agency which has been established and is maintained in England by the 
Congressists. He is a friend of the party which has been expelled from 
Nepal by its present rulers. He has in his pamphlet on Nepal advised 
Government to interfere in the internal administration of that State, and he 
will not probably be sorry if such interference leads to war and bloodshed. 
The pamphlet has been probably printed at the cost of the Agency; and as 
Mr. Digby is the Secretary to the Agency, it may be very properly asked 
whether the opinions expressed in it have the approval of the Congressists, 
If they have their approval, then the Congress movement ought to perish this 
instant. The British occupation of Cashmere has given umbrage to the 
Congressists, and it is not likely that they will approve of a British occupa- 
tion of Nepal, and yet that is the advice which is being given to Government 
by their exponent in England. The English are no more bound to enquire 
whether Nepal is being well or ill-governed under its present ministry than 
they are to enquire into the effects of the revolution that has taken place in 
Brazil. The English are never at a loss for pretexts to interfere in the 
internal administration of other countries. They have under some pretext 
or other swallowed up Burma, Cashmere, and Sikkim, and should any 
opportunity present itself of interfering in the affairs of Nepal, they will 
certainly avail themselves of it to swallow up that State too. But the 
motives which compel them to this policy of interference are unholy 


motives, andso men like Mr. Digby, who advise them to adopt this policy, 
- are the enemies of India. 


43. The same paper thus speaks of Lord Reay :—Lord Reay was a 
| esl Bear ruler like Lord Ripon. He was noted for his 
impartiality and love of justice. And itis 
because he did not allow his conduct to be influenced by partiality for 
his own countrymen that the Editor of the Bombay Times newspaper is 
calling him a foreigner and an un-English ruler. Lord-Reay was a courage- 
ous ruler, and nothing could daunt him in the execution of his duties. When 
he found that the trial of Mr. Crawford by a Court presided over by Civilian 
Judges would be likely to end in a failure of justice, he uppointed for that 
urpose a Commission with members selected from other provinces. His 
Lordship declared at the moment of his departure from India that as it had 
been his object to rule in accordance with the Queen’s Proclamation, he had 
proposed to resign his office when the Secretary of State refused to respect 
his promise of indemnity to the mamlatdars. The people of India will 
remain forever indebted to His Lordship. 


44 The Dainik-o-Samdchdér Chandrikd, of the 23rd April, says 
| that the soldiers in the Dum-Dum barracks 
n sontinued oppression by the soldiers haye not yet ceased oppressing the people 
: of the neighbourhood. The people, and 
particularly the women, are in constant dread of these soldiers. Representa- 
tions to the authorities on the subject produce no effect. Things have 
come to a pass in which, in any other country, people would have taken 
the law in their own hands in defence of their lives and property. 
has become absolutely necessary for the authorities to give up their attitude 
of indifference in the matter. 
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Urniya Paprrs. 


thaldintkd, of the 29th March, in giving an account of the 
wcgenstoe r enquiry now being held by Baboo Brahma 

The Orissa text-book question. Mohan Mallick, Inspector of Schools, in 

nnection with the Uriya text-books in use in the vernacular schools of 
Orissa remarks that the enquiry is not being conducted satisfactorily. 
It appears that the books written by the Educational officers of Orissa 
are extensively used in the schools under their control to the exclusion of 
the books of other authors and publishers. The gentlemen who have been 
already examined know nothing of the subject of the enquiry. ‘The examina- 
on should have been confined among the publishers, printers and vendors 
of the books and the Secretary of the Text-book Committee. Ne good, 
says the writer, can come out of the irregular enquiry now goingon. The 
qriter finds fault with the School Inspector who has been deputed to make 

uiry. 
” “46. "Phe same paper, in an article on the resettlement of Orissa, 
makes the following observations :— 

Mr. Finucane and the settlement of The main object of Mr. Finucane’s 
_— proceedings in connection with the approach- 
ing settlement of Orissa appears to be to secure economy without paying 
any regard to the success of the settlement. It would be therefore better 
not to make any survey of the lands. A settlement can be easily made 
by calling for the papers connected with the previous settlements, the 
Road Cess papers, the Canal Revenue papers, the Bhowria papers, &c. 

In conclusion, the editor expresses the opinion that nothing can be 
more desirable than a survey of the lands. This will satisfy both the 
zemindars and the ryots: hence itis absolutely necessary that a survey 
should be made in an efficient manner and without looking to the expenses 
that may be incurred in effecting a good and popular settlement. 

Mr. Finucane, says the Editor, is not an experienced officer so far as 
land settlement is concerned, and it is not expected that any good can 
result from his mode of working. The work is one which should be entrusted 
to experienced Collectors and Commissioners, and to the Board of Revenue, 
in conformity with previous practice. 

47. The Uriya and Navasamvdd, of the 26th March, requests Govern- 
ment to define the expression ‘* obscene 
language, as the absence of such definition 
in the law has caused some agitation among the editors of newspapers, who 
are sometimes blamed by officials for publishing obscene notifications in their 
papers, 

48. The Editor of the Utkaldipikd, of the 5th April, in reviewing the 
Report on the Orissa Coast Canal for 
1888-89, advises Government either to take 
up the management of the steamer traffic on the said canal in its own hands, 
or to keep a strics eye on the management of the same by private companies, 
and thus remove the hardships to which passengers are often subjected. 

49. The Uriya and Navasamvdd, of the 2nd April, suggests the advis- 

oo ability of abolishing the salt and other oppressive 
” taxes next year in case the income of Govern- 
Ment is increased. 


eae 50. The Dépaka, of the 6th April, remarks 
Act to Orissa, Ue Bengal Tenancy that it is not at allreasonable to extend Act 
VIII of 1885 to Orissa. 
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